476
Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Symptoms
Old birds may be affected, but chickens under four or five months suffer most. Older birds that become infected early in life and carry a heavy load of worms frequently become very thin and unthrifty. The younger birds sometimes become stunted and many show evidence of leg paralysis. The combs and wattles are often pale or enemic. Weakness and unthriftiness are the dominant symptoms. The post-mortem examination will show large numbers of round-worms in the intestines (Fig. 53).
Treatment
Flock treatment is not advised. This is frequently attempted by adding 1 pound of commercial tobacco dust to 50 pounds of a dry mash and feeding this over a period of two or three weeks. The disadvantage of this method lies in the fact that the weak or wormy birds fail to reach the hoppers and, therefore, receive very little of the treated mash. The dosage is very inaccurate and many birds doubtless eat